Community Development Department
Building & Development Services Division

909 Davis Street
City of Evanston, lllinois 60201
Evanston- (847) 448-8207

Resource Guide
Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings

Any project that adds a new basement, habitable attic, or sleeping room is required to include an
Emergency Escape and Rescue Opening per the 2021 International Residential Code. Because so many
fire deaths occur as a result of occupants being asleep in a residential building during a fire, the code
requires that these specific areas have windows or doors that may be used for emergency escape or
rescue.

At a glance:
o Where required: New basements, habitable attics, and sleeping rooms
e Minimum size: 5.7 square feet
e Minimum dimensions: 24 inch height / 20 inch width
e Maximum height from floor: 44 inches

Additional detail:

e R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue opening required. Basements, habitable attics and every
sleeping room shall have not less than one operable emergency escape and rescue opening. Where
basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, an emergency escape and rescue opening shall be
required in each sleeping room. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall open directly into a
public way, or to a yard or court having a minimum width of 36 inches that opens to a public way.

e R310.2.1 Minimum size. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall have a net clear opening of
not less than 5.7 square feet
Exception:

o The minimum net clear opening for grade-floor emergency escape and rescue openings
shall be 5 square feet
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e R310.2.2 Minimum dimensions. The minimum net clear opening height dimension shall be 24
inches. The minimum net clear opening width dimension shall be 20 inches. The net clear opening
dimensions shall be the result of normal operation of the opening.

e R310.2.3 Maximum height from floor. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall have the
bottom of the clear opening not greater than 44 inches above the floor.

e R310.2.4 Emergency escape and rescue openings under decks, porches and cantilevers.
Emergency escape and rescue openings installed under decks, porches and cantilevers shall be
fully openable and provide a path not less than 36 inches in height and 36 inches in width to a yard
or court.

¢ R310.3 Emergency escape and rescue doors. Where a door is provided as the required
emergency escape and rescue opening, it shall be a side-hinged door or a sliding door.

e R310.4 Area wells. An emergency escape and rescue opening where the bottom of the clear
opening is below the adjacent grade shall be provided with an area well in accordance with Sections
R310.4.1 through R310.4.4.

-> Note: The extent of an area well shall be located within the property lines. If your project includes a
new area well, include a site plan showing all proposed area wells with dimensions to all adjacent
property lines.

MINIMUM WINDOW WELL DIMENSIONS

* 36" MINIMUM IN BOTH DIRECTIONS

* THE TOTAL AREA MUST BE AT LEAST
98Q FT.

*ALLOW FOR FULLY OPEN WINDOW

5.7 5Q. FT. MINIMUM
WINDOW OPENING
PER SECTION R310.2.1

;\-‘h-.,___“

LADDER MUST NOT
OBSTRUCT WINDOW
OPERATION

18"MAX. O.C,

> 44" REQUIRES LADDER

e R310.6 Dwelling additions. Where dwelling additions contain sleeping rooms, an emergency
escape and rescue opening shall be provided in each new sleeping room. Where dwelling additions
have basements, an emergency escape and rescue opening shall be provided in the new basement.
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Exceptions:

o Anemergency escape and rescue opening is not required in a new basement that contains a
sleeping room with an emergency escape and rescue opening.

o Anemergency escape and rescue opening is not required in a new basement where there is
an emergency escape and rescue opening in an existing basement that is accessed from

the new basement.

o Anoperable window complying with Section R310.7.1 shall be acceptable as an emergency
escape and rescue opening.
R310.7 Alterations or repairs of existing basements. New sleeping rooms created in an existing
basement shall be provided with emergency escape and rescue openings in accordance with
Section R310.1. Other than new sleeping rooms, where existing basements undergo alterations or
repairs, an emergency escape and rescue opening is not required.

Exception:

o Anoperable window complying with Section R310.7.1 shall be acceptable as an emergency
escape and rescue opening.
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Resource: All code sections and images provided here have been referenced from the International Code Council’s
2021 International Residential Code, Section R310
Note: The information provided is intended to serve as a guide and may not represent all conditions or requirements.
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